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On a bright day in the late Nineties, Mrs. Leroy 
Chadwick of Ohio—“Cassie” to friends— 

took a trip to New York. The wife of a socially’ 
prominent Clevelander who was also an unsuc­
cessful physician, Cassie Chadwick was a vivid 
female with bright green eyes and stunning au­
burn hair. She was well into her 'hirtics, a ma­
tronly bulk obscuring what had ■ nee been the 
bloom of beautiful youth.

In New York, the lady engaged a suite at the 
Holland House, a hotel favored by wealthy 
Ohioans. In the lobby she bumped into a Cleve­
land lawyer named Dillon and begged him to 
accompany her on a personal errand. To Dillon’s 
amazement, the carriage stopped before the mag­
nificent Fifth Avenue residence of Andrew Car­
negie, America's richest man. Cassie asked the 
lawyer to wail, and tripped to the front door of 
the block-size mansion. Using her full person­
ality, she talked her way past butler and footmen 
to the presence of the Carnegie housekeeper. In­
forming this personage that she planned to hire 
a maid who had been in the Carnegie employ, 
she asked an estimate of the girl’s honesty and 

ability. The housekeeper am ^cred that no such 
maid had ever worked there. Cassie expressed 
surprise, then deliberately went on to prolong 
the conversation as long as possible. Twenty min­
utes later, waving a friendly Eoodbve to the but­
ler. she departed the mansion. Getting into the 
carriage she stumbled slightly, dropping a paper. 
Gallant lawyer Dillon retrieved it—and noticed 
it was a promissory note for S2.000.000 signed by 
Andrew Carnegie!

So began the most brazen swindle in American 
history. For now, assuming a caught-at-last air, 
Cassie batted eyelashes over green eyes and con­
fessed that she was Andrew Carnegie's illegiti­
mate daughter. All the world knew the Scoicd- 
born millionaire had promised his mother never 
to marry while she lived, v- ’ ich made him on 
elderly bachelor who might indeed have a bastard 
child. As this flitted across Dillon’s mind. Cassie 
went on to say that; as Carnegie’s only offspring, 
she stood to inherit his hu«c fortune of $400,000.- 
000. Meantime, the old man doted on her, and 
persisted in giving her monev. This $2,000,000 
note, for instance. Why, in a bureau drawer at 
home, she bad another $7,000,000 in loose 
securities.

None of this was even remotely true. Cassie 
was born Liz Bigiev. on a Canadian farm. A 
pretty girl with larceny in her veins, sire ran awav
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to Toronto when in her teens. There she had call­
ing cards printed which read MISS BIGLEY - HEIR­
ESS TO S 15,000. Department stores fell all over 
her. begging the nervy girl to take home showy 
wardrobes on account. She took several before 
skipping to the United States. There, in a mixture 
of extortion, blackmail, and prostitution she aver­
aged S 1,000 a week from men met in Pullman 
cars. By the time she met Dr. Chadwick, Cassie 
had served a three-year prison term for fraud. 
The two met in a bordello, where Cassie con­
vinced the simple-minded doctor she dwelled 
only to teach the girls good manners and cleanli­
ness. On becoming the social Mrs. Leroy Chad­
wick, she began an intensive study of Andrew 
Carnegie’s life and habits. During long hours, 
she practiced forging his signature. She was set­
ting up the country's wealthiest man for the Big 
Con.

Cassie had also picked lawyer Dillon with 
care, for she needed a type who on Fifth Avenue 
would swear to keep her secret forever, at home 
would promptly tell. Dillon got back to Cleve­
land first and, when Cassie returned, social and 
banking circles were abuzz with the story of her 
fortunate illegitimacy. Dillon urged her to take 
a safe-deposit box for the $7,000,000 in her 
drawer. On his recommendation, she carried an 
envelope to a banker who. without examining the 
contents, unhesitatingly handed her a receipt for 
$7,000,000. With this receipt, her ability to forge 
Carneeie's signature, and the storv of her illegiti­
macy, Cassie now commanded untold amounts 
of money.

She figured that Carnesie was such a terrifving 
man nobody would dare ask him if he had an 
illegitimate child. In this, she was one-hundred­
percent correct. She had also figured other angles. 
By apparently keeping $7,000,000 in a drawer, 
she neatly planted the idea that she herself might 
be played for a sucker. Swallowing this bait, 
bankers and businessmen in Ohio and elsewhere- 
sought the privilege of loaning her large sums of 
money. They did so at exorbitant interest rates, 
thinking Cassie was too simple to catch on. But 
Cassie had fiaured this, too. Pretendins to be a 
sucker protected her further, since the banks 
would not dare reveal the loans because of the 
criminally high interest.
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TH E $250,000 CARNEGIE NO TE A N D  IT S  SIG N A TU R E
A N D  A D M IT T E D  H A N D W R IT IN G  OF M ILLIO N AIRE .

Cassie spent months practicing Carnegie’s signature, never got it quite right. Yet she 
was able to get away with forged notes like the above. Under it, Carnegie's true 
signature; (MIDDLE) Cassie’s forgery; (BOTTOM), Cassie’s own fand.

I “Deed cf Trust’' fcrC<0,2<6pC?0 
i Signed with Carnegie’s Name, 
j T h is is  on e  o f  th e  " asse ts"  o f M rs. C ascio L. C h a d w ic k . 
। a deed  o f tru st fo r  CIO,2 4 6 ,0 0 0 , s ig n e d  w it h  A n d r e w  

C a rn eg ie 's n a m e:

K n o w  all m en  by th e se  p r e se n ts  th a t I, A n d r e w  Car­
n eg ie , o f N e w  Y ork  C ity. N. Y„ do h ereb y  a c k n o w le d g e  
th a t I h o ld  In tru st fo r  Mrs. C assie  L. C h a d w ic k , w i f e  o f  
Dr. L eroy  S. C h a d w ic k , o f  No. 1824 E u c lid  a v e n u e , c ity  
o f C leveland , c o u n ty  o f  C u y a h o g a , a n d  S ta te  o f  O hio, 
p ro p er ly  a ss ig n ed  and  d e liv e r e d  to  m e fo r  sa id  C assie  

[ L. C h a d w ick  by h e r  u n c le , F red er ick  R. M ason  in h is  
■ life t im e  (n o w  d e c ea sed ), w h ic h  p r o p er ty  is  o f  th e  a p ­

p ra ised  v a lu e  o f ten  m lllo n , t w o  h u n d re d  a n d  fo r ty -e ix  
th o u sa n d  d o lla r s  (5 1 0 .2 4 6 ,0 0 0 ) , c o n s is tin g  o f  2 ,5 0 0  
sh a re s  o f G reat W e ster n  R a ilw a y  sto ck  c f  E n g la n d  and  
W a les , v a lu e d  at t w o  m ill io n , o n e  h u n d r e d  th o u ea n d  
d o lla r s  ($ 2 ,1 0 0 ,0 0 0 );  1 ,800  sh a r e s  o f  C a led o n ia n  R ail­
w a y  sto ck  o f  S co tla n d , v a lu e d  a t o n e  m ill io n , o n e  h u n -  

i dred  an d  fo r ty -s ix  th o u sa n d , d o lla r s  (3 1 .1 4 6 .0 0 0 ). en d  
• b o n d s  o f the  U n ited  S ta te s S tee l C o rp oration  o f  N e w  Jer- 
| e ey  b ea r in g  five p er  c e n t  In terest o f  th e  p e r  v a lu e  of 
I se v e n  m illio n  (3 7 ,0 0 0 .0 0 0 )  d o lla rs .

T he In com e fro m  th e  a b o v e  d e sc r ib e d  p ro p erty  
a g ree  to  pay  o v e r  to  sa id  C assie  L. C h a d w ic k  sem i-a n n  
a lly  b e tw e e n  th e  first an d  fif te e n th  d a y s  o f  June and  E 
cem b er  o f e a ch  y e a r  d u r in g  th e  l ife  o f  th is  tru st, w i t  
o u t a n y  d e d u c tio n  or  c h a r g e s  fo r  s e r v ic e s  o r  e x p e n se s  
an y  k in d , th is  tr u st  to  be  a n d  r e m a in  in  fu l l  fo rce  un  
A ug. 29, 1902.

In ca se  o f  th e  d ea th  o f  sa id  A n d r e w  C arnegie, sa  
tru st to te r m in a te  im m e d ia te ly  a n d  sa id  p r o p er ty  i 
c o m e  en d  a ll p r o c ee d s  to  v e s t  a b s o lu te ly  b o th  In la 
and e q u le y  In sa id  C assie  L. C h a d w ic k ;  in  ca se  o f  tl 
d ea th  o f C assie  L. C h a d w ick , sa id  tr u s t  to  te rm in a te  ir 
m e d ia te ly  an d  a ll o f sa id  p ro p erty , to g e th e r  w it h  all I 
c o m e  a n d  p r o c e e d s  th e r e o f , to  be tr a n s fe r r e d  a n d  turne  
o v e r  to  th e  h e lr * -a t- la w  o f  le g a l r e p r e se n ta t io n s  o f  sa: 
C nssle L. C h a d w ick .

I fu r th e r  a g r ee  to  fa f t fu lly  c a r r y  o u t  all o f  the  abov  
p r o v is io n s  an d  th a t a ll o f  ea id  s to c k s  a n d  b o n d s hav  
been  In d o rsed  o v e r  In th e  n a m e  o f  sa id  C assie  L. Chat 
w ic k , so  th a t n o  fu r th e r  o r  o th e r  a c t  w i l l  be n ecessa r  
on m y p art o r  on  th e  p art o f  m y  le g a l r ep re se n ta tiv e  
to put sa id  C assie  L. C h a d w ic k  o r  h e r  h e ir s -a t-la w  I 
fu ll p o s se ss io n  o f  sa m e  o n  th e  te r m in a t io n  o f  th s  trust.

W itn e ss  m y  h a n d  and  sea l th is  2 7 th  d a y  o f F ebrv  
a ry , 1001 A N D R E W  CARNEG IE.

Cassie used Carnegie’s name in a multitude o f ways, (ABOVE), text o f a Deed of 
Trust for no less than $10,246,000. Supposedly signed by Carnegie, it brought Cassie 
added millions.
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Cassie borrowed from one and all. Incredible 
as it may seem, she took in over $1,000,000 a year 
and spent it on $100,000 dinner parties. S90.000 
necklaces, and grand pianos for friends. She in­
stalled a ’pipe organ in her Cleveland home for 
the edification of Dr. Chadwick, who believed he 
could play. Yet Cassie only wanted money to 
spend it. She was a compulsive spender who got 
her thrills from watching the money disappear.

For seven years the mad whirl continued, with 
banks allowing the loans to ride while interest 
accrued,- expecting to cash in gloriously when 
Carnegie died. But inevitably Cassie got a bad 
break. It came in November 1904, after she had 
borrowed $190,000 from a Boston bank. For 
once, the bank demanded its money back on 
time. Cassie didn’t have it and the bank sued. 
The story reached the newspapers and her bub­
ble burst. In Oberlin, Ohio, the bank president 
admitted loaning $800,000 to Cassie. The admis­
sion began a run on the bank, for which she was 

blamed. Now, at last, someone had to speak to 
Andrew Carnegie, who issued a death-blow 
statement: “Mr. Carneeie does not know Mrs. 
Chadwick of Cleveland. Mr. Carnegie has not 
signed a note for more than thirty years.”

Banks failed, firms toppled. Newspapers esti­
mated Cassie had swindled ten to twenty million 
dollars. It was impossible to tell how much'for 
many bankers, fearing to expose their gullibility, 
covered up losses in mysterious ways. Cassie was 
in New York when exposure came, living in an 
entire floor of the Holland House which she 
rented by the year. As she moved about town, 
trying to explain to bankers, crowds clogged the 
streets for sight of her. Taken back to Cleveland, 
she was a broken woman. At her trial she pleaded 
guilty—what else could she do?—and the jury 
sentenced her to ten years. Jailhouse life was far 
different from Holland House life and Cassie 
withered. One night in 1907, she rolled over on 
the hard iron cot and died.


